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Listing of Claims: 

This Listing of Claims replaces all previous versions of the claims. 

1. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

receiving a broadcast video signal at a first multimedia apparatus; 

receiving text communications from e ach of a plurality of other multimedia 

apparatuses; 

displaying television programming of said broadcast video signal in a first display 
area of a display; 

determining a theme of the television programming; 
selecting a background image based on said theme; 

displaying said background image as a background in a second display area of 
said display, said displayed background image having a plurality of displayed graphical 
elements; 

superimposing text of said text communications on said background in said 
second display area; 

displaying in said second display area , simultaneously with the displayed 
television programming, a first group of avatar images representing a first group of the other 
multimedia apparatuses that are all tuned to said television programming; and 

displaying in said second display area , simultaneously with the displayed 
television programming, a second group of avatar images representing a second group of the 
other multimedia apparatuses at least some of which are tuned to a different television 
programming than said television programming. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

selecting one of the avatar images of the first or second group that is 
repr e s e ntativ e of ono of tho oth e r multim e dia apparatuses ; and 

displaying, simultaneously with said text, said selected avatar image 
superimposed on top of said background in said second display area. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein selecting the background 
image and displaying said background image are both performed at least two times during the 
broadcast of said television programming. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein selecting includes 
selecting said background image from an image database residing in a memory device associated 
with said first multimedia apparatus. 

5. (Previously, Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein selecting includes 
selecting said background image from an image database residing on the Internet. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising downloading 
an image database via a multiplexed broadcast stream containing said broadcast video signal, 
wherein selecting includes selecting said background image from said image database. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein displaying said text 
includes displaying said text to be superimposed on top of said background in said second 
display area close to said selected avatar image. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, wherein said text remains 
displayed superimposed on top of said background close to said selected avatar image until 
another text communications communication is received from the^ne of the other multimedia 
apparatuses that is represented by the selected one of the avatar images . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

receiving at the first multimedia apparatus an indication of an action input to ^ 
one of the other_multimedia apparatuses that is represented by the selected one of the avatar 
images: 
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in response to the indication, selecting an action image corresponding to said 
action input; and 

displaying said action image superimposed on top of said background in said 
second display area. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

receiving an indication of an action input to the-one of the other multimedia 
apparatuses that is represented bv the selected one of the avatar images: 

in response to the indication, selecting an action image corresponding to said 
action input; and 

displaying said action image superimposed on top of said television programming 
in said first display area. 

11. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein displaying said action 
image includes transparently superimposing said action image over said television programming. 

Claims 12-14. (Canceled). 

15. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

first receiving m e ans for rec e ivin g a transport stream parser configured to receive 
a broadcast video signal including television programming; 

second r e ceiving means for receivin g an input output unit configured to receive 
text communications originating from each of a plurality of multimedia apparatuses, a first 
subset of the multimedia apparatuses being tuned to said television programming when the 
respective text communications are sent and a second subset of the multimedia apparatuses being 
tuned to a different television programming than said television programming when the 
respective text communications are sent, and for receivin gt o receive a plurality of images; 

storage means for storin g a database configured to store said plurality of images; 
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d e t e rmination m e ans for determining a central processing unit configured to 
determine a theme of said television programming and for seioctin jgt o select one of the images 
stored by the storag e means database based on the theme; 

a_display means for displaying configured to display video of said television 
programming in a first display area, for displavin gt o displav the selected image in a second 
display area, wherein the selected image includes a plurality of displayed graphical elements, and 
for displavin gt o displav text of said text communications superimposed on said selected image 
and simultaneously with said video of said television programming. 

16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein said display means is 
further for displayin g configured to displav a plurality of avatar images, retrieved from said 
storage means, each avatar image corresponding to one of said plurality of multimedia 
apparatuses, superimposed on said selected image in said second display area. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said second rec e iving 
fflean sinput output unit is further for r e ceivin g confipured to receive an indication of an action 
input from one of said plurality of multimedia apparatuses associated with one of the avatar 
images currently displayed in said second display area, and said display means is further fef 
displgying c onfigured to displav an action image, retrieved from said storag e m e ans database and 
corresponding to said action input, superimposed on said selected image in said second display 
area. 

Claims 18-23 (Canceled). 

24. (Previously Presented) An apparatus, comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive a broadcast video signal including television 
programming and to receive text communications from a plurality of multimedia apparatuses, a 
first subset of the multimedia apparatuses being tuned to said television programming when the 
respective text communications are sent and a second subset of the multimedia apparatuses being 
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tuned to a different television programming than said television programming when the 
respective text communications are sent; 
a display; and 

a processor coupled to the receiver and the display, the processor configured to: 

display a video of the television programming in a first display area of the 

display, 

determine a theme of the television programming included in the 
broadcast video signal, 

select a background image based on the theme; 

display the background image as a background in a second display area of 
the display, wherein the background image includes a displayed graphical element, and 

superimpose text of the text communications on the background 
simultaneously with the displayed video of the television programming. 

25. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the processor is 
further configured to: 

select an avatar image that is representative of a television viewer of a different 
multimedia apparatus; and 

display simultaneously with the text, the avatar image superimposed on top of the 
background in the second display area. 

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 24, further comprising a storage 
device coupled to the processor, wherein the processor is configured to select the background 
image from a plurality of background images stored by the storage device. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further including a network 
interface coupled to the processor and to a network configured to store a plurality of background 
images, wherein the processor is configured to select the background image from the plurality of 
background images stored by the network. 
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28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein the processor is further 
configured to download an image database via the receiver from a multiplexed broadcast stream 
containing the broadcast video signal, and to select the background image from the image 
database. 

29. (Previously Presented) A method, comprising: 

displaying first television programming included in a received broadcast video 

signal; 

displaying, simultaneously with the first television programming, a first 
background based on the first television programming; 

superimposing text of text communications with a first device on the first 
background while the first device is tuned to the first television programming; and 

superimposing text of text communications with a second device on the first 
background while the second device is not tuned to the first television programming and 
simultaneously with the displayed first television programming. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, fiirther comprising determining 
the first background from a plurality of stored backgrounds based on a theme of the first 
television programming. 

31. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, wherein displaying the first 
television programming comprises displaying the first television programming in a first area of a 
display, and displaying the first background comprises displaying the first background in a 
different second area of the display. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, further comprising: 
receiving the text communications from a network; and 

displaying simultaneously a plurality of avatar images superimposed on the first 
background, each avatar image representing a different user of the network. 
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33. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive a broadcast video signal including first television 

programming; 

a display; and 

a processor coupled to the receiver and the display, and configured to cause the 
apparatus to perform the follov^ing : 

display the first television programming, 

display, simultaneously with the first television programming, a first 
background based on the first television programming, and 

superimpose text of text communications with a first device on the first 
background while the first device is tuned to the first television programming; and 

superimpose text of text communications with a second device on the 
background while the second device is not tuned to the first television programming. 

34. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, further comprising a storage 
device coupled to the processor, the storage device configured to store a plurality of 
backgrounds, wherein the processor is further configured to determine the first background from 
the plurality of backjgrounds based on a theme of the first television programming. 

35. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the processor is 
fiirther configured to display the first television programming in a first area of the display, and to 
display the first background in a different second area of the display. 

36. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, further comprising a network 
interface coupled to the processor and configured to receive the text communications, wherein 
the processor is further configured to display simultaneously a plurality of avatar images 
superimposed on the first background, each avatar image representing a different user of the 
network. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29, further comprising: 
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tuning away from the first television programming to second television 
programming included in the received broadcast video signal; 

displaying the second television programming; 

displaying; simultaneously with the second television programming, a second 
background based on the second television programming; 

responsive to tuning away from the first television programming, stopping from 
displaying the text of the text communications with the first device; 

continuing to superimpose text of text communications with the second device on 
the second background while the second device is not tuned to the second television 
programming; and 

superimposing text of text communications with a third device on the second 
background while the third device is tuned to the second television programming. 

38. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the broadcast video 
signal further includes second television programming, and wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

tune away from the first television programming to the second television 

programming; 

display the second television programming; 

display, simultaneously with the second television programming, a second 
background based on the second television programming; 

responsive to tuning away from the first television programming, stop from 
displaying the text of the text communications with the first device; 

continue to superimpose text of text communications with the second device on 
the second background while the second device is not tuned to the second television 
programming; and 

superimpose text of text communications with a third device on the second 
background while the third device is tuned to the second television programming. 
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